
�

�

�

DA VINCI CODE = REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY 
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FROM DAVID & LESLYE SCHNEIER    June, 2006 
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���There is an old, biblical saying that there is nothing new under the sun. 
Since the beginning of man’s existence, we have been trying to change or 
replace what the Creator of the Universe has said about His plan for us. The 
new fad, The Da Vinci Code, is just another example of our desire to 
change the word of God for some half-baked “historical” alternative so we 
can achieve some temporary spiritual power or comfort for our dead spiri-
tual condition. Some are even asking in the US why Dan Brown’s revela-
tions have not been made public before, while his work is taken apart by 
those who know the historical truth. We just cannot stand the simplicity of 
the good news that God has a plan for us found in the sacrificial death of a 
sinless Lamb, Yeshua (Jesus), the Messiah of Israel and the Nations. Dan 
Brown’s “truth” will not set us free, but the love of God through the volun-
tary death and the resurrection of Yeshua will set us free for all eternity. 
  In Paris, we found the same old “replacement” fad depicted by the two statues below which are found 
above the main entrance to Notre Dame Cathedral. When we told French friends of the existence of 
these statues, they said they had never seen them. In front of the church is a plaque saying that all dis-
tances in France are measured from that spot. The spiritual significance of the statues is what they rep-
resent: the Church “triumphant” (on left) vs. “Synagoga” (The Jews-on right). The Church’s head is 

crowned and upright, holding 
a staff and chalice. Synagoga 
has a broken staff and tablets, 
head bowed with a serpent 
around her eyes and over her 
head and her crown on the 
ground. Didn’t God say in Ro-
mans 11:1:“Has God cast 
away his people? Certainly 
not!” Yet replacement theol-
ogy says the Church has re-
placed the Jews! If the gifts 
and callings of God are ir-
revocable, why do believers 
still deny the scripture? 
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PESACH (PASSOVER) IN FRANCE 
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ALCOHOL AND DRUG MINISTRY HAS A NEW HOME 

��Passover in France turned out to be a time for us to 
deepen personal and spiritual relationships with the 
Messianic congregations and churches in Marseille, 
Normandy and Paris. In Paris we conducted two 
Seders (Passover meals) with about 300 people at-
tending. Gentile believers began to understand 
God’s plan from Eden (with animals sacrificed for 
clothing for Adam and Eve), through Abraham and 
Isaac and the ram who died in Isaac’s place, then 
Moses and the first Passover (when a spotless lamb 
was sacrificed for each Jewish family and blood put 
on the doorposts so the angel of death would pass 
over them) to the Last Supper (actually a Passover 
seder) with Yeshua when He proclaimed the eternal effect of the shedding of His blood. The connection of 
the nations with this blood red cord through Jewish history (of a substitutionary sacrifice of a guiltless one 

for the sins of another) became clear for the first time for those who did not un-
derstand their Jewish roots. Many came away with a new appreciation of their 
place in the Commonwealth of Israel through the death of Yeshua. In the picture 
above, the wood frame represented the doorposts of Jewish homes in Egypt, and 
the French family below played a typical Jewish family going through that night 
when all they could rely on was the promise of God that the blood on the door-
posts would save them. The end of the skit, penned by Leslye, presented the Last 
Supper in a Passover context. We were also able to share in a Chinese church 
where we met one of the key leaders of the Chinese house church movement, and 
in an Egyptian church where we continued to speak about future relationships be-
tween Arabic and Jewish believers. Please pray for our teaching plans this Fall. 

��The new center is located in a poor section of town with 3 rooms—a large 
kitchen, a living room and two bedrooms. We can sleep 9 people there now. Out-
side is a place for parking and a patio with grape vines. Every Thursday night 
there is a Bible study for those seeking help from believers. On Friday nights we 
celebrate the Shabbat with an Erev Shabbat dinner and another Bible study after 
the meal. We are discipling 5 men and 5 women now, with a larger group that 
comes and goes depending on their moods. Two of the guys from the program 
will be immersed in the Black Sea this Shabbat after our outdoor celebration of 
Shavuot (Pentecost). Individual counseling is scheduled at the center on a regular 
basis. The center is in need of a desktop computer for administrative needs and to 
train the recovering addicts and alcoholics in a useful trade. All of the full time 
workers and the key volunteers are former addicts who know Yeshua is the key. 
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  On the outskirts of Odessa you will find isolated Orphanage #88. We recently started ministering to the 
160 kids there whose ages range from 7 to 15 years. Thirty-four of these children have no parents and the 
rest are there because their parents could not care for them. In a sense these kids live in an unadoptable 
world because one parent is alive. Many are mentally disabled. Even according to Ukrainian standards this 
orphanage is rundown. All of the roofs, doors and windows and beds need to be replaced. The all-purpose 
recreation room would not meet the standards of a closet in a school in the US. It has no lockers where the 
kids can change, the roof leaks and the equipment is antiquated. Recently we outfitted their kitchen with a 
new freezer, meat grinder, bread oven/warmer and a re-
frigerator. The orphanage desperately needs computers, 
supplies, desks, lockers and sewing machines to teach 
the kids a trade. These kids, like the smiling ones in the 
photograph on the right, have regular school curriculum 
in the mornings and are taught basic skills of sewing and 
wood working in the afternoon. In a recent visit we were 
permitted to pray for the kids privately. Each one whis-
pered their prayer, usually for a relative who hasn’t been 
coming to visit them. One child asked if she could pray 
for our worker after she had received prayer.  

��The picture below is of an abandoned building at an old Soviet 
fighter pilot base near Odessa. One of our members has a vision of 
turning this and other buildings at the base into a multi-purpose fa-
cility where we could have a residential rehab center for drug ad-
dicts and alcoholics, a retreat center, a site for different youth 
camps and a place for profit businesses to be housed to help support  
these ministries. I stood in front of this building and was just 
amazed of the fact that I was an American at a Soviet military facil-
ity with a camera and how that would have been impossible only 15 
years ago. The Lord is opening doors for us and we ask that you pray for the vision our member has for 
this place. The base is being developed as a commercial airfield and there are even plans for a hotel there. 

The photo above is of gates next to an abandoned Jewish theater three 
doors down from the central mosque of Odessa. What an ideal spot for 
a Messianic Jewish congregation! We are going to ask the city to rent 
the building to us for a small fee so we can fix it up and restore Jewish 
theater to Odessa, once a center of Jewish culture of the former Soviet 
Union. We would also move our congregational Shabbat meeting, 
worship and dance practices and other congregational functions to this 
building. Please pray for our tent to expand in 2006. 
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DESPITE THEIR LIVING CONDITIONS, HAPPY FACES AT ORP HANAGE # 88  
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Your  tax deductible gift 
should include a note say-
ing :  “For the Schneiers,” 
be made payable to “Glory 
of Zion Int’l Ministries, 
Inc. and mailed to: 

The Schneiers                          
c/o Glory of Zion Int’l 
Ministries, Inc.                                
PO Box 1601                             
Denton, TX 76202-1601 

����
YOU CAN  WRITE  US AT :  

THE  SCHNEIERS 
C/O GLORY  OF ZON I NT ’ L  

M INISTRIES , INC. 
PO BOX  1601 

DENTON , TX 76202-1601 
USA 

OUR FAMILY NEWS 

  You are looking at the side of a Holocaust memorial in Odessa, 
defaced by local anti-Semites. The people in the picture are survi-
vors of the Holocaust. The graffiti shows the Nazi swastika and the 
slogan “600,000 lies ” meaning the Holocaust never happened. 
Anti-Semitism still lurks close to the surface here and we are glad 
to resist such hatred by speaking the truth in love wherever needed. 

Meet  happy Isaiah, third born son of Jacob and Rachel. Isaiah 
was born on January 20, 2005.  His dad, Jacob, just took another 
trip to Cameroon to visit the young men he led to the Lord and to 
encourage churches there. We will be in Nashville in mid-June 
for the birth of our 9th grand child, who we already know will be 
named Ariel. He will be the third child of our daughter, Rachel, 
and son-in-law, Ivan. Yochannon, their son, is very excited about 
having a little brother!                                   

   We have some weeks open in July if you would like for Leslye 
and I to come and share in your congregations, churches or home 
meetings about what the Lord is doing in Odessa and France. 
Please email us at Schneiers@aol.com.   

Blessings, Love and  Shalom.  
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